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Course Overview 

Eleventh  grade students in this introductory college-level course read and carefully analyze a broad and challenging range 

of nonfiction prose selections, deepening their awareness of rhetoric and how language works. Through close reading and 

frequent writing, students develop their ability to work with language and text with a greater awareness of purpose and 

strategy, while strengthening their composition skills. As students advance in their writing, they refine their written work 

and confer with peers. They will also critically reflect on their written work, producing multiple drafts of selected 

assignments as part of the writing process.  

  

Students are exposed to a wide range of literary sources to serve as models, examples, and touchstones. They read 

expository, analytical, personal, imaginative, and argumentative texts from a variety of authors and historical contexts, in 

the form of essays, letters, speeches, poems, and drama. Additionally, students incorporate the study of visual rhetoric, 

examining media such as graphs, charts, infographics, photographs, films, advertisements, comic strips, and music videos. 

  

Students will prepare for the AP English Language and Composition Exam and may be granted advanced placement at a 

post-secondary school, college credit, or both as a result of satisfactory performance. 

 

Course Objectives 

● Identify audience, purpose, and strategies, both in written text and visual mediums 

● Analyze the types of arguments that writers use 

● Write formally and informally for a variety of audiences 

● Write expository, analytical, and argumentative essays 

● Write within varying time limits, including single draft, timed assignments and multiple draft assignments 

requiring conferencing and revision 

● Synthesize ideas and information from various sources, including required readings and independent research 

from qualified, reputable sources 

● Know how to interpret information presented in notes and citations 

● Use the conventions of standard written English 

● Build on previous knowledge of MLA citations; compare and contrast MLA with APA citations 

● Develop a strong, college-level vocabulary, both for understanding complex texts and for nuanced writing 

● Develop a sense of sentence structure, with attention to the use of phrases, clauses, types of sentences, word order, 

and sentence patterns. Explain how changes to a sentence affect its tone, purpose, and credibility of the speaker 

 

Materials 

Readings and assignments may be derived from the following texts: 

●        50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, ed. Samuel Cohen 

●        Emerging: Contemporary Readings for Writers, ed. Barclay Barrios 

●        Everyone’s an Author, ed. Andrea Lunsford, Michal Brody, Lisa Ede, Beverly J. Moss, Carole Clark Papper, and 

Keith Walters 

●        Everything’s an Argument, ed. Andrea A. Lunsford, John J. Ruszkiewicz, and Keith Walters 

● Fifty Great Essays, ed. Robert Diyanni 

●       The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald  

● Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 

● Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

● In Cold Blood by Truman Capote  

Articles from current events (reports, arguments, speeches, op-eds) shall be used, where they are appropriate and are of 

rhetorical interest for the course, in addition to films, video clips, photos, infographics, and other sources. 
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Required Supplies  

● One binder specifically for English 
● Loose leaf paper 
● 1 pack of at least 5 tab dividers: Labels for dividers 
● Composition Notebook 
● Blue or black pens  
● Pencils 
● Chromebooks 
● Post-it notes 
● Highlighters 

 
Grading Policy (Talladega County Board Office Policy) 

Gold Measures: 60% of Grade 

3-4 grades per grading period 

Major Tests/Exams 

Major Projects/Work Products 

Represents Mastery of Standards or Application of Standards 

 

Silver Measures: 30% of Grade 

4-5 grades per grading period 

Quizzes/ Checkpoints 

Small Projects 

Represents growth toward Mastery of Standards and/or Mastery of Prerequisite Skills 

 

Bronze Measures: 10% of Grade 

5-6 grades per grading period 

Homework 

Daily Grades 

Minor Classwork/ Projects 

Programs 

Represents Practice of Skills 

 

 

During each academic nine weeks, assignments, course preparation and participation shall be assigned points of varying 

values that will be clearly spelled out to students via rubrics, syllabi, and cover sheets. Students should expect to be 

assigned a graded evaluation for the following types of assignments: 

● Major papers, along with smaller, related assignments, such as initial drafts 

● Reading responses via directed questions, dialectical journals, and graphic organizers  

● Timed writing assignments from AP Practice Tests 

● Participation in formal class discussions 

● Quizzes on vocabulary and academic terminology  

● Short essays written over the course of a few days focused on rhetorical analysis, arguments, and synthesis 

● Presentations of various research/analytical findings 

● Maintenance of a writing portfolio, including reflections on its contents 

● Documentation of peer review--students meet in small groups to help each other brainstorm, draft, revise, edit, 

and polish written work. Students are often required to give each other focused feedback, using documents 

designed for the task at hand. Students will be asked to turn in their feedback documentation with final drafts 

● Informal writing activities including quick-writes, journal entries, writing portions of essays (introduction, body 

conclusion), practicing thesis statements, and rewriting paragraphs 

The instructor and students will conference about progress and work periodically throughout the course. An 

unsatisfactory piece of writing may, at the teacher’s discretion, receive a grade of R, indicating that it may be revised or 

reworked, then resubmitted for a grade with a fixed period of time, without penalty.  

 



Late Work 

Late assignments are not accepted unless prior arrangements have been made. In some cases, late assignments may be 

graded for partial credit, at my discretion. Any assignment that is missed due to an absence is subject to the school 

handbook policy, allowing for two days per day absent depending on whether or not the absence(s) is excused. 

Assignments missing due to absences will be recorded in the online gradebook as a zero (0) until the assignment is 

received and evaluated. I reserve the right to refuse to accept a makeup assignments after the time allowed by the absence 

policy. 

 

Electronic Gradebook Policy 

Although many assignments will be returned to students in a hard copy form with hand-written feedback, some 

assignments will be submitted electronically and given embedded comments through Google Classroom. Additionally, 

student grades shall be made available on iNOW.  

 

Evaluating written work is a time-consuming endeavor, especially when it is an instructor’s goal to provide every student 

with constructive feedback. Teachers at the high school typically teach three separate courses, requiring a delicate 

balancing act--this year I have three sections of Junior English, two sections of AP English Language & Composition, and I 

am the Yearbook Sponsor. I will make every effort to return assignments and post grades in a timely manner. I do kindly 

request your patience and hope that you will refrain from buffeting me with time-related queries. 

 

When you do look at your average in iNOW, you should keep in mind that during each nine weeks , your grade is 

constantly in flux. This means that your grade will continuously rise and fall, depending on how you have performed and 

the point value of the assignment. In the event that you have missed an assignment (homework, a quiz, etc.) due to an 

absence, it will be entered as a “0” (zero) until you have made up the assignment. Consult the school handbook for details 

about how much time you are allowed.  

 

Behavioral Expectations 

Because this is a university-level class, you should conduct yourself in a manner appropriate to the best universities; 

careful listening, mutual respect, and extreme courtesy are essential in maintaining a class where all members feel 

comfortable participating.  

 

Classroom Procedures 

1. Entering class: All students are to be seated in their assigned seats, with all required materials on their desks, and 

working on the warm-up activity when the tardy bell rings.  

2. Prepared for class: All students are required to bring all of their materials to class everyday. This includes notebook, 

folder, Chromebook, writing utensils and any supplemental material.  

3. Speaking in class: All students are entitled and deserve an orderly and quiet environment that is conducive to learning. 

You must raise your hand and wait to be called on by the teacher. Language must be appropriate and respectful of others 

in the class – no cursing/swearing. Doing so will result in an immediate office referral! 

4. Bathroom: All students are expected to use the bathroom in-between classes. Students will only be dismissed to the 

bathroom in case of extreme emergency. You must obtain a hall pass in order to be dismissed to the bathroom. If you have 

a medical condition, and need to use the bathroom often, please ask your parent to provide a note.  

5. Ending class: The last two minutes of class will be dedicated to review and writing down classroom assignments for the 

next day. When the bell rings, students are expected to remain seated, and wait to be dismissed by the teacher. The bell 

does NOT dismiss you- the teacher does!  

 

Classroom Policies 

● Always be respectful and courteous. 

● Always be prepared and punctual. 

● Always be responsible. If you are absent, make up your work in a timely manner. 

● Always turn your work in on time, in the required format. 

● Always take the initiative and be resourceful when faced with obstacles. 

● Always participate and think. 

● Always be honest and work with integrity. Academic dishonesty is subject to the school-wide policy and will be 

investigated on a case-by-case basis. Plagiarism or cheating will result in a 0 for the assignment and 



administrative action called for in the school handbook. 

● Always think about electronic device etiquette. Make sure you have read and understood the school’s new policy 

on electronic devices. Electronic devices should be silent--not seen, heard, or used. Our time in class is important; 

your personal communications can wait until after class. There will be moments when we can use electronic 

devices to help with class. Ask if you have any questions. Inappropriate use of electronic devices will result in an 

immediate referral to the office.  

 

Your responsibilities as a student in this class are:  

1. Be PRODUCTIVE – follow all instructions.  

2. Be PROMPT – you must be in your seat when the late bell rings.  

3. Be PREPARED – bring textbook, folder, journal, planner, and pen.  

4. Be POLITE – respect others and their property.  

5. Be PROUD – of your work, yourself, and your school.  

 

Discipline Procedures 

 If a student disrupts learning in the classroom, then the following consequences will take place :  

1. Verbal warning  

2. Change of seat (and a phone call to parent/guardian)  

3. A disciplinary referral to the office  

 

Attendance/Tardies: 

Attendance is very important in this class! Students who are frequently absent find it difficult to keep up with discussions 

and assignments, and do poorly. If you are absent, check my Google Classroom to see what you missed. If your absence is 

unexcused the day a paper is due or a test is given, you will receive a zero for the assignment or test. If you are tardy, 

please enter the class quietly, close the door, open your notebook, and join the class activity.  

 

Course Outline of the Year 

Note: Each nine weeks will include AP multiple-choice exams, warm-up work, grammar practice, quotation collecting/ 

responding, reading quizzes, independent reading, and journal entries. And you will read a variety of related works; 

poems, short stories, speeches, essays, letters, editorials, cartoons, biographies, autobiographies, memoirs, etc. 

 

First Nine Weeks 

Unit One: Introduction to Rhetoric 

The course opens with an immediate follow up on the summer reading assignment. For the common reading text, students 

participate in the assignments required of all eleventh and twelfth grade students, including the completion of a 

note-taking sheet, a short quiz, and the composition of a response essay. Students are required to submit an initial draft of 

their work. After receiving feedback from the instructor and peers, students revise their drafts and submit a final copy.  

 

For the independent nonfiction selection, students use the basics of rhetoric, as outlined in chapters one and two of The 

Language of Composition, to complete a series of assignments. The assignments require students to apply the concepts 

such as the rhetorical triangle, persona, and style to their independent reading books. While completing these 

assignments, students practice annotation and using dialectical journals with Joan Didion’s “Santa Ana Winds” and John 

F. Kennedy’s 1961 Inaugural Address. Additionally, students conduct close readings of texts from current events, such as 

presidential addresses and responses from op-ed pages of major papers, such as The New York Times. Students also start 

to analyze visual examples of rhetoric, including the covers of their independent reading selections and advertisements. In 

addition to paying close attention to the subject, audience, and speaker for the images, students take into consideration 

the use of color, medium, and composition.  

 

During this unit, vocabulary and rhetorical terminology is introduced. Students will begin a cycle of receiving a list of 

words and rhetorical terms to learn. Throughout the cycle, students look for examples of rhetorical terms in their reading, 

and learn to apply them to their own writing. For example, as students learn to break down sentence structures, they will 

review their knowledge of parts of speech and sentence mechanics, including clauses, phrases, antecedents, and sentence 

types. At the end of the cycle, students will have a short quiz that requires their knowledge of the vocabulary words given 

and application of the rhetorical terms. For example, a quiz may contain ten vocabulary words and the terms complex 
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sentence, alliteration, and nominalization. Students may be required to use demonstrate their knowledge of the terms by 

using the vocabulary words--compose complex sentences, a sentence with alliteration, and explain the nominalization of a 

vocabulary word. Additionally, students may be asked to provide definitions, visual representations, or answer contextual 

questions about the use of a particular word. 

 

Outside Reading 

Students will read 600 pages of both fiction and non-fiction outside of class in an effort to encourage reading for pleasure. 

The instructor does a “book talk” interview with each student on each book read. Outside reading counts for 10% of a 

student’s grade. Students are encouraged to read within their own zones of proximal development and are required to read 

one full-length work of non-fiction per nine weeks.  

 

Unit Two: Style Analysis  

In this unit, students learn to analyze rhetoric, specifically the tools authors use to communicate a central argument to a 

particular audience.  

Baseline: Students respond to the 1983 Charles Lamb prompt as a baseline writing assignment. This challenging 

assignment is used for instructional planning since it highlights students’ reading and writing skills coming in to the 

course. Students learn with this essay to apply the scale scores used by ETS readers. Students also respond to ten multiple 

choice questions released by The College Board on a challenging passage. These assignment are for data-gathering 

purposes only.  

 

The following pieces are used for the introduction of each device. Students respond to each passage through such 

strategies as Paideia seminars, SOAPS construction, annotation, one-paragraph analyses, and multiple choice question 

construction. Some devices are reinforced through video clips (e.g., a scene from “The Empire Strikes Back” to teach 

anastrophe). Each device is taught in conjunction with the ones already analyzed by the students.  

 

Tone: Emily Prager, “Our Barbies, Ourselves”  

Diction: Gayle Rosenwald Smith, “The Wife-Beater” 

Nancy Mairs, “I am a Cripple”   

Syntax: Waldo, “Valley Forge Journal”  

George Carlin, “Message“  

Elie Wiesel, “September 11 essay” 

Detail: Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried  

George Orwell, “On Shooting an Elephant”  

Organization: Thomas Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence”  

Figurative Language: John Smith, “Letter to Queen Anne”  

Imagery: Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”  

Point of View: Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye  

Margaret Laurence, “The Stone-Eyed Angel” 

 Irony:  Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal”  

After the lessons on syntax analysis, students will begin rigorous analysis of their own syntax. Each class will begin 

with short, in-context editing exercises intended to address usage issues and improve sentence fluency and complexity.  

 

Unit Three: Modes of Discourse  

This unit is student-directed and takes the form of a group project. Groups of two to three students are responsible for 

researching, studying, and teaching the elements of one rhetorical mode. The following modes are assigned to groups: 

cause/effect, classification and division, comparison/contrast, description, extended definition, exemplification, process 

analysis, and narration. Argumentation is dealt with separately. Each team will choose two or three essays to use in their 

lesson plans, and classmates are required to read and annotate the essays and, after the lesson on each mode, write an 

essay in that mode using the rhetorical devices from Unit One. Students will choose essays from Patterns for College 

Writing, The Norton Reader, and The Language of Composition. Teams will be assessed on a project rubric, and individual 

essays will be evaluated based on rubrics developed by each team.  

For the purposes of accuracy and accountability, students will create all lesson plans, handouts, and essays on Googledocs 

so that the instructor sees all stages of the process. 



Interspersed among the student lessons will be in-class timed writing, the prompts for which will be released AP prompts. 

Students will also complete metacognition exercises with multiple choice questions (e.g., defending answers to released 

questions or explaining correct answers to questions they missed).  

 

While studying rhetorical modes, students will also be analyzing works of fiction and non-fiction from nineteenth-century 

American literature. This will include American Romanticism, Transcendentalism, Civil-War Era pieces, and Realism.  

 

Unit Four: Argumentation and Persuasion  

Students will study the following topics and terminology in this unit: 

●  Aristotle’s logos, ethos, and pathos 

● Rogerian reasoning  

● Toulmin logic  

● Claim, support, grounds, warrant, induction, deduction, syllogism (major premise, minor premise, conclusion), 

and enthymeme  

● Logical fallacies  

● Charged language  

● Public speaking skills  

Students will study the following pieces during this unit:  

● Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (stale text analysis of argument)  

●  Abraham Lincoln, “The Gettysburg Address”  

● Lord Chesterfield, Letter to his Son  

● Patrick Henry, “Speech to the Virginia Convention”  

● Political cartoons  

● Clips from “The Daily Show,” “The Colbert Report,” “Countdown with Keith Olberman,” and Fox News  

Students will respond to the following released AP prompts:  

● Question 3, 2011 Exam  

● Question 3, 2010 Form B Exam  

● Question 3, 2009 Exam  

 

The culmination of this unit will be a persuasive speech delivered to the class. Students will be evaluated on their 

understanding of rhetoric, the logic of their arguments, the quality of their evidence, and their delivery. Students will 

conduct formal research and write their speeches in MLA format. This researched speech will serve as the vehicle for 

instruction on documentation.  

 

Unit Five: Synthesis  

Building on the persuasive research paper (in which students will be required to use a variety of texts, including graphs 

and political cartoons), students will practice synthesizing, incorporating, and citing sources given to them through both 

process and timed approaches. Exercises will include annotation, multiple sorting of sources to defend various thesis 

statements, scoring of released responses, and creation of their own synthesis prompt and sources.  

 

Students will work with the following released AP prompts:  

● Question 1, 2011 Exam  

● Question 1, 2011 Form B Exam  

● Question 1, 2010 Exam  

● Question 1, 2009 Exam  

● Question 1, 2009 Form B Exam  

● Question 1, 2007 Exam 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AP Exam 

Prior to the final exam, the instructor will meet with each student for a final formal conference on his or her progress. The 

instructor and student will reexamine the student’s portfolio and consult the goals made during the midyear conference. 

The instructor and student will discuss the student’s progress towards completing the goal, and what the student should 

consider for the future.  

 

After the AP exam, the class will use its time in a way that is useful and productive, combined the the opportunity to have a 

more customized small unit or two. For example the juniors read and discussed F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby and 

wrote college essays, in preparation for their senior year. 

 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Plagiarism is unacceptable and will not be tolerated under any circumstances!! This has become a major 

problem and as such I will take preemptive measures by teaching a unit on plagiarism. After this unit any 

work that is plagiarized will receive a zero.  

 

**Zero Tolerance for Outright Defiance & Disrespect (Including failing to complete assigned work)  

 

 

Other Info:  We will be using  Google Classroom for assignments, both in class and out of class.  Parents may access this 

via their student’s school email address. You must obtain that information from your student. Students must enroll in my 

class in Google Classroom to gain access.  

You will also be able to email me through the main Munford High School website; however, you may email me directly at 

caitlin.elder@tcboe.org.  You may also use iNOW Home to track progress, class assignments, and grades.  Grades in iNOW 

are updated often, but not immediately.  Please allow a reasonable amount of time for grades to be input in iNOW.  

 

I am here to help you learn and to help you prepare for success as you progress towards your future.  I expect you to help 

me help you by respecting yourself, each other, and the teacher.  I look forward to a great year with all of you!! 

 

Mrs. Elder 
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Syllabus Acknowledgement  

Please return this page to the instructor by Monday August, 13th.  

Read and Sign Below: 

·         I have read the syllabus for my child’s AP Language and Composition Class.  

·         I have read and agree to the school-wide policies at MHS. 

·         I understand that this course is required for graduation and has an End of Course Test. 

·         I know that I can schedule a conference with my child’s teacher, Mrs. Elder, at any time during the semester by 

emailing Mrs. Elder at caitlin.elder@tcboe.org.  

·         Report cards are released every nine weeks. 

·         I understand that my child will read and view selected novels and videos in class. 

·         I also understand that the fastest way to reach my child’s teacher is through email (caitlin.elder@tcboe.org). Please 

allow 48 hours to respond. 

·         I know that I can view my child’s grades and attendance using iNOW located on the Munford School Website. 

(www.mhs.tcboe.org).  

·         Failure to read this syllabus in its entirety does not excuse the student or parent from their responsibility to abide by 

and support school and class rules established by the instructor.  This syllabus is a contract designed to inform both 

parent and student of classroom policies and procedures as well as ensure the integrity and rights of the 

instructor and student.  

  

Student Name (Print)____________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature_______________________________________________ 

  

Parent Name (Print)_____________________________________________ 

  

Parent Signature __________________________________ Date _________ 

  

Parent Email Address____________________________________________ 

  

Parent’s Daytime Phone Number ____________________________________ 
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